ICE-TRAP
During the long grey days at sea we brought prognostica-
tion to a fine art, practising it daily from the comfortable and
convenient coign of vantage presented by the forward ward-
room windows. There was little else to think about than
our daily progress across the featureless wastes of ocean of
which those windows commanded such an exhaustingly
uninterrupted view. The main turning points of every
cruise assumed an immense importance for us, standing up
from the dull expanse of similar days like the city of Ely
\iewed across the plain. We foretold our arrival at the ice-
edge from day to day and were exuberant if by chance we
happened to foretell it aright. On the rough chart in the
wardroom, on which our noon positions were marked daily,
we performed miracles of judgment with match sticks,
spacing them out over the blue vacuity of sea yet to be
covered before we should reach our next port of call. By
this means we foretold the date, or even the hour, of our
arrival days ahead with an assurance unequalled by the
navigating officer himself. This was called " wardroom "
or " match stick " navigation. It was an innocent amuse-
ment and kept our spirits up.
In the southern summer of 1931-32 we had been making
an oceanographical survey of the grey wastes of water that
lie within the Falkland sector of the Antarctic. Outwardly,
one would have said, they bore a remarkable resemblance to
the grey wastes of water wiiich lie within any other sector of
the Antarctic, but they form the richest whaling grounds in
the world and abound in the " krill " upon which the great
whales feed and whose life history it was our slow task to
unravel. We made a series of cruises north and south across
these seas, each one with its southern limit at the edge of the
pack-ice and its northern limit in warm water in the South
Pacific or Atlantic oceans beyond the confines of the
Antarctic zone. We were making our last and most easterly
cruise southward into the Weddell Sea, confident that at the
end of it we were bound for the Falklands and then for South